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The Monthly Maize Market Report was developed by researchers at IFPRI Malawi to provide clear and accurate information on
the variation of maize prices in selected markets throughout Malawi. All prices are reported in Malawi Kwacha (K).

Highlights
e  Retail prices of new maize declined by 0.1 percent in May.
e New maize prices were highest in the Southern region.
e ADMARC sales were reported in 10 out of 26 markets monitored by IFPRI.
e No ADMARC purchases were reported in any of the markets monitored by IFPRI.

e  Retail prices of maize in Malawi were higher than in other countries in the region, but lower than in Tanzania at the
market exchange rate.

Prices declined by 0.1 percent in May Figure 1. Long-run trends in average maize retail prices
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price of new maize decreased from K483/kg in the last week
of April to K482/kg in the final week of May, reflecting a Figure 2. Average daily maize retail prices by region
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partly caused by a poor harvest, has contributed to the

escalating price of maize. Consequently, traders are now
acquiring stocks from Mozambique.



New maize prices highest in the Southern region

In the month of May, the regional prices of new maize returned to their typical pattern, with the South selling at the highest
monthly average price of K496/kg, K465/kg in the Centre, and K430/kg in the North (Figure 2). In most markets, maize retails at
or below the minimum farmgate price set by the government at K500/kg. This means that most farmers who have sold maize
during this harvest season have done so below the government-mandated price. In most markets, the availability of old maize is
diminishing as it becomes progressively harder to find. In the Southern region, it was priced at an average of K496/kg per month,
while in the Central region, it was sold for K466/kg, and in the Northern region, the average monthly price stood at K470/kg.

Table 1. Weekly average retail prices (K/kg) Figure 3. Location of markets

Week ending on
28-Apr-23 7-May-23 14 May-23 21-May-23 28-May-23 Change 1

Chitipa® 400 414 415 407 429 A 7% 2

Karonza® 468 433 398 400 a9 Wb -B%

Rumphi® 596 512 409 ap2 a3z 27

Mzuzu® 490 492 473 491 514 A 5%

Mzimba® 405 419 373 364 408 A 1% &

lenda® 410 415 400 407 414 A 1% {

salima’ 491 461 480 481 a3 Ao

Mchinii® 488 483 475 462 461 Wb 5% 5

Nsungwi® 561 579 510 500 500 Wb-11% 5

Mitundu™ 457 465 449 427 433 5%

Chimbiva™ 465 404 4232 412 210 Wb-12%

Balaka®™ 403 447 466 491 500 Ap24%

M'baluku®™ 426 485 508 502 437 17

Mangochi® 403 504 550 547 580 A 18% A &
Liwonde®™ 574 552 543 577 582 A1 g

Chiringa™ 480 483 489 500 500 4% 10 41
Mpondabwing” 454 489 480 503 530 A TH 313
Lunzu® 513 491 464 533 517 A 1%

Mbayani® 540 551 543 547 545 R 1% 12 2
Mwanza™ 450 466 454 469 a3 Wb -an "
Mulanje™ 500 500 500 500 501 AR o% 2 16® i
Luchenza®™ 550 521 422 485 502 Wb on oo
Chikwawa' 600 506 548 524 583 W -3% Average Price 2 09
Ngabu™ 406 432 404 427 422 A an 400 - 450 4 %
Bangula™ 452 424 436 461 a5 o2 465 - 500 N =
Nsanje™ 394 399 391 410 413 # 5% ® 50055 jL

All markets 483 478 464 471 482 W-0.1% @ 564-600

Note: The number on the map corresponds to a market in Table 1

Regional pl’iCGS Figure 4. Regional comparison (May 2023)
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ADMARC sales were reported for at least a day in 10 of the 26 markets monitored by IFPRI: Karonga in the North, Salima in the
Center, M'baluku, Mangochi, Mwanza, Luchenza, Chikwawa, Ngabu, Bangula and Nsanje in the South. ADMARC sells maize at
K300/kg, so its sales may have contributed to pushing maize prices below the government-mandated minimum farmgate price of
K500/kg.

How data was collected

IFPRI Malawi has been monitoring retail maize prices and ADMARC activities in selected markets since October 2016. Currently,
data is collected from 26 markets across the country, with monitoring occurring six days per week, excluding Sundays. At least
three monitors report data from each market. Data is collected by means of phone calls to the monitors. Regional prices reported
in Figure 4 are sourced from weekly reports from Commaodity Insights Africa.

Of F|ander5 (C.Banda@cgiar.org) follow us on Twitter (@IFPRIMalawi).
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